Local companies drawn 2 r a Poet Henri Cole's To_u-l:'h is
to certain playwrights IR ! m a I'orqgéto. be reckoned witl
- 3 i £ "

information and
GROUPS OF 10+ CALL 713.558.8888 spocial offers!

G TUTS.COM 713.558.TUTS o

- @

T SEPT. 27- 0CT. 9, 2011




FINE ARTS

Group names HGO among engines of recovery

By Robin Pogrebin

QUSTON Grand

Opera has received

a $250,000 grant as
one of the beneficiaries of
ArtPlace, a new private-
public consortium whose
aim is to drive revitaliza-
tion by putting the arts
at the center of economic
development.

The initiative of 11 top
U.S. foundations, in con-
junction with the National
Endowment for the Arts
and seven federal agen-
cies, last week announced
its first round of grants,
investing $11.5 million in
34 projects initiated at the
local level — to be financed
by the public sector but
managed in part by federal
agencies.

HGO's grant supports
its Home and Place pro-
gram, a collaboration with
the Houston Independent
School District and Neigh-
borhood Centers Inc. HGO
is the only Texas company
in this round of ArtPlace
grants.

ArtPlace results from
NEA chairman Rocco
Landesman’s ongoing ef-
fort to prove that art is
an effective linchpin to
economic development.
He has helped to enlist
an unusual consortium of
foundations, corporations
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and federal agencies that
will use cultural enterpris-
es to anchor and enliven
34 projects, from a strug-
gling city block in Detroit
to a vacant school in East
Harlem. The projects will
integrate artists and arts
groups into local efforts in
transportation, housing,
community development
and job creation as a tool
of economic recovery.

“We really need to scale
up the resources in the
field,” Landesman said. “It
is not going to be through
congressional appropria-
tion.

So in St. Paul, Minn.,
the program will help un-
derwrite efforts to stage
more than 100 arts proj-
ects along a new light-rail
line. In Detroit, a stretch
of Woodward Avenue will
gain a music center, pedes-
trian walkways, improved

museum space and a new
building for startup com-
panies. And PS 109 in New
York's East Harlem will
become a home for 90 art-
ists and their families as
well as 13,000 square feet
of space for community
and cultural groups.

Landesman helped to
hatch the program with
Luis A. Ubinas, the presi-
dent of the Ford Founda-
tion, who is serving as the
chairman of the ArtPlace
Presidents Council.

“Too many people think
of the arts as luxuries, as
jewels, things that may
not be necessary in times
of need, things that can be
put off,” Ubinas said. “The
arts are inherently valu-
able, and they're also part
of what's going to get us
out of this economic prob-
lem we're in.”

The projects were se-
lected by an independent
review board.

The foundations in-
volved are the Ford Foun-
dation, the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, the
Rockefeller Foundation,
Bloomberg Philanthropies,
the James Irvine Founda-
tion, the John S. and James
L. Knight Foundation, the
Kresge Foundation, the
McKnight Foundation, the
Rasmuson Foundation and
the Robina Foundation
as well as an anonymous
donor.

The federal partners
besides the National En-
dowment are the depart-
ments of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, Health
and Human Services, Ag-
riculture, Education, and
Transportation, along with
the White House's Office
of Management and Bud-
get and its Domestic Policy
Council.

Chronicle arts writer Everett Evans
contributed to this report.

TONY GUTIERREZ : ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cragg in U.S.

UTSPAN by British sculptor Tony
Cragg sits in an exhibit hall during
the installation of the Cragg exhibit
at the Nasher Sculpture Center in Dallas.
The exhibit, which opened Saturday, is the
artist’s first U.S. museum exhibition in nearly
20 years. Featuring about 30 of Cragg's
works, most from the past 10 years, the show
remains on view through Jan. 8.
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Music inspires GREAT PERFORMERS

CLASSICAL
Richard Strauss’
A Hero's Life

September 22, 24, 25, 2011
Hans Graf, conductor
Olga Kermn, piano
Rouse: Odna Zhizn (A Life)
Liszt: Piano Concerto No. 2
R. Strauss: Ein Heldenleben

(A Hera's Life)
Gold Medal winner of the 2001 Van
Cliburn Competition, Olga Kern,
returns to the Houston Symphony
stage to perform Liszt's virtuosic
sacond piano concerto
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All performances take place at Jones Hall,

CLASSICAL
Watts Plays
Beethoven's

POPS

Idina Menzel
October 14, 15, 16, 2011

Emperor

September 30, October 1, 2, 2011

David Afkham, conductor

André Watts, piano

Beethoven: Coriofan Overture

Schubert: Symphony No. 8,
Unfimshed

Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 5,
Emperor

Get ready to experience a work as

ariginal and exciting as anything

Beethoven ever wrote with

legendary pianist, André Watts

The Star of Rent, Wicked, and
Glee debuts with the Houston
Symphony! This Tony® Award

winning Broadway powerhouse

and star of Gleg joins your Houston
Symphony to dazle you with hits
from her starring roles in Wicked as
Elphaba and in Rent as Maureen,
songs from her album { Stand and

more. This exciting performance will

demonstrate why Menzel is selling
out concert halls across the country!
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